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A 

Dear f l a m i n g :  

EPA has reviewed Ecology's draft Phase I and Phase I1 National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) general permits for municipal storm water in western Washington. 
We recognize the tremendous amount of work that has been devoted to both developing these 
proposed permits, and the draft Phase I1 general permit for municipalities in eastern Washington. 
We commend Ecology for its efforts to develop permits that in a number of respects are the best 
in the nation. 

The NPDES municipal storm water permits are an essential part of a comprehensive 
program to prevent and control storm water impacts fi-om existing and new development. There 
are other programs beyond the scope of the permits that are also important to the effective 
management of storm water to maintain and improve water quality and aid in the recovery of 
salmon and bull trout listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

This letter and accompanying enclosure are intended to communicate our 
recommendations regarding storm water management in western Washington. Our 
recommendations address two areas of interest. First, we outline our specific recommendations 
regarding the Phase I and Phase 11 draft western Washington municipal storm water permits. 
Second, we include additional recommendations regarding programs related to storm water 
management. 

The draft Phase I and Phase I1 permits represent a significant step forward in storm water 
management in western Washington. EPA recommends finalizing the permits as soon as 
possible. We recognize that the draft permits contain all the basic elements specified in EPA's 
national storm water regulations. We also understand that some of the area's leading scientists 
believe that the proposed storm water permits may not provide adequate protection for sensitive 
listed species in urban and urbanizing areas. Therefore, our comments do not reflect an objection 
by EPA to the proposed permits, but are actions that we believe ecology should take now to 
minimize the impacts of storm water on the unique aquatic resources of the Puget Sound area. 
















